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in the life of the Eastern household by the aged. A
gentle raillery, a tender gaiety, is the link between
them and members in the prime of life. This is one
of the most beautiful features of communal civiliza-
tion, that the old are an essential factor in the
family. There is here none of the dislocation of
life that so often results, with us, Europeans, from
the loneliness and informity of elderly persons.
Their wisdom forms one of the most valued of the
cominon assets, even while their playfulness ranks
them with the children, and the burden of attendance
is easily shared amongst the many younger women.
India, with her memory of great leisure, is not
easily vulgarised by the strenuous ideals that make
a man feel himself useless, amongst us when his
working days are over. She knows that only with
the ending of activity can the most precious fruits
of experience come to ripeness. Cooks and black-
smiths may need the strength of youth, but states-
men and bishops are best made at sixty.

We have few classes in Calcutta who seem to us
so rough and worthless as our ghari-wallahs or cab-
drivers. They are Mahommedans for the most part,
who have left their families in the country, and
they are not noticeable, as a type, for self-restraint
or steadiness of conduct. Yet it was one of these
whom I met one day at the corner of my own lane,
carefully, with an expression of ineffable gentleness,